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act"r And of visions : " To declare freely what I
think, whatever ground there might be in those pri-
mitive ages either to reject or to allow the authority
of those visions, yet, from all the accounts of them
that remain to, us in these days, there seems to be the
greatest reason to suspect that they were all con-
trived, or authorized at least, by the leading men of
the Church"*

94. Such, then, is the opinion of Christian Apolo-
gists concerning the nature of those miracles to which
our Lord mainly entrusted the cause of His sacred
truth; for, however great the differences may be
between the Scripture and Ecclesiastical miracles,
viewed as a whole, so far is certain, that the actual
and immediate instruments by which the world was
convinced of the Gospel were those which these
writers distinctly discredit as of an ambiguous and
suspicious character. And, if it be asked whether,
after all, such miracles are not suspicious, whatever
be the consequence of admitting it, I answer, that
they are suspicious to read of, but not to see. The

particular circumstances of an exorcism, which no

*
narrative can convey, might bring home to the mind

JL conviction that it was a divine work, quite suffi-
cient for conversion; and much more a number of
such awful exhibitions. Generalized statements and
abstract arguments are poor representations of fact;
r Page 82.                            * Page "109.